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==: He Generall Aſſembly, after confide- | 
IX E || ration .of the great controverſic the 
Lord hath againſt the Land, for the 
| manifold tranſgreſſions of his known - 
Commands, and continued deſpiſin 
1 of Grace and: Reconciliation Jo | 


through Jeſus Chriſt, whereby tranſ-. 
0 greſſions might have been,and yet may. 
'% -r be pardoned, -and amended; And after. 
p = acknowledgment of the juſt Quarrelh 
! he Ft againſt us all his Miniſters, for. the fins of our Per-, 
| ſons 'and- Calling,” for which he hath ( ſhaken the Judicatories. 
| and Aﬀemblies of this-Kirk amongſt us, and doth arti ro.caſt. 
| | alrogerher the hedge of Diſcipline, and to.thruſt all his Mis; 
| niſters For a-timie fron their: places, Do ſeriouſly..exhort' and, 
| charge all aad every one intruſted with rh2holy. Miniſtry,to-ſtir up} 
' thim{elyes to ſeek the Loxp more Farewell and fettle elf own, 
prace with him, and to make full proot o their Miniſtry, 4 RilPagy 


more 


| 
5 the dayibF is. [paxience; A YI And'in- particular,” 19 bee. 
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4) 
more diligent in the means of acquainting the people with the Scri- 
pateg"end rounds oftRcHihontald Meth Brbeſearbilug, An, | 
to thisend does Recommend, © IH HE OÞ 

: B- Thatevery. Miniſter do ſo diſpoſe: Of therime. appointed for: ] 
the _ of gre, as a _ Order of = NY ans | 
Acof{Iniformity in the,ppint of Lecture, may. lmobſeryed..,, Thay. 
two 5 apters being read,one of the Old Teſtarnehr, ind ts [eg [ 
of the New, after reading of the firſt, ſome:few Obſcrvations of ! 
the chicf Doctrines being held forth, and propounded briefly. and ! 
plainly to the people, time may be left to read the ſecond Chap- * 
' ter, and to give ſome brief Obſervations on it alſo, as the time als | 
lowed will ſuffcr. | EE” -4 

2.. For promoving the work of Catechiſing, the Aſſembly, be- : 
fides that they renew the Act for Catechiſing weekly, 1. Recoms 
mends that i every-Lozvs Day; when the-people-do-moſt-fre= | | 
quettly conveen, ſome competent portion of the Catechiſm'be ar. | 
plained before the whole Congregation -( without. prqulice. of 
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do cither alrogether abſent themſelves, or if they muſt compear,” | : 
at&ſo diſtempered with fear, that their edification is magred;, The; | | 
AflemBly Recemmendeth this: Overture, that the'Minifter; 'in; | 
the publike Catechetick Inſtruttion,' call up ſome that are more- | * 
ablein knowledge, and prepared before,toanfwer the points that are-. 
td be interrogat and explained, thac all the Congregation may the: | 
if 2 4 a < (6 ; 
ore freely drink inknowledge, and more frequently attend fuch * 
terciſes ; and that others, thatarenotſo fit to ſpeak .in publike, | 
be'tryed in their knowledoe, i at the more private dycts of exami- 
ration,” or in their families.” 3. That Miniſters, beſide publike- | « 
teaching and inſtruKting, be carefull; and:make conſcience-to:teach. | « 
and inſtrutfrom houſe co houſe,:and frequently viſite the hargjlics 
Ede] 7 within } 
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| (5) 
j- within their charge,on purpoſe for this very work ; And try what 
ad, | pains: Parcots atd: Heads of (Pendblits DIGLS infiruct! 
'; | pader wg according rotheir tation: and,” if x Be 
or: | negligent hefeiD, 30 ouththen: -and if; after 0. "Fibefopurig 
Iln 


id | = they. continue in that fi 5 age to bring them to 


Þ | ts Sins of 'of every NN oP NA have 


of © Schools: in. Their baunds ;. exerciſe onag ones tnderitheir 
id | charge in getting the Catechiſm by hearts which1 Will murhſcrve rve 
p- | ro further the publike Catechetick Dodrine. *'3\ "And 

l« | Miniſter, with ſome of the Seffion appointed for that effec, Is 
' every quarter of a year, ar fo often as they can conveniently, Vi- 
: ſitthe \Schyols in;their> bounds, .towy Whatidiligenceinudgd in 
| this: And if theſe that teach Schools ſhall be ound neglig ent 
1 | heroin, and aſter? arr pomp atFeomrinue 
eakew! £0! in vemoved 2am others LE. 
"1 |  i/The A ombly: NR _—_ to-/Petsby 

e-- | thinking\upon further Overttrts; nn 
dj miking Cavchivitg farthex aſcfi}l 
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AF concernin g admitting F; wpeftants to 'thits tri- I: 
als, and Ruling Elders to, att i in Prechyteries | | 
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apgeacl Bolt 3 4542 » 
iagH: Genera Aſſembly haviog. out oftheinicar- ; 
zl; ncſt delice ofghe Peacrand Unity of this Kicks | 
x aan ded uppaan Oyerturd.of Peace; Thd | 
W.: not gncly;, propounded it, to ſome; Brethrits | 
Who Vers heres! Pppofice eathepublict Judi-: | 
> Bs tories of this. Kick» Buſta allo mrperfnance at | 
that end, Ordainedche aid Overture;:.to be * 
preſented and offered by. the ſeverall Presbyte- /t 
ries or Code to all in their reſpeRive bounds, who hes Prote- | t 
ſted againſt, and Declined, or conſented or adhered unto the P ro- | a 
teſtations and Declinatours made againſt this and the preceeding | F 
2 
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Generall Afſemblic, and the conditions therein contained, to be | 
required of them ; And conſidering the orcat prejudice like to ; 
rife to this Kirk, by increaſing of our unhappic differences and { 
T:Rraions, if young men ſhall be_ admitted into the Miniſtry, 
which ſhall ſtill blow af fire of.contention, andcontinue in avow- | | 
ed oppoſition to, and contempt of the publick Judicatories, | 
Therefore Ordaines Presbyteries to take ſpeciall care, that upon { 
the calling of any Expectant to a particular charge of the Miniſtry, 
before | 


71 | (7). 
>& | before they admit him to his trialls, they require him under his 
£ ſnd, to palle from'the Protetations and Ieclinttours; againſt 
! this and the prececding Generall Afemblie , if he hath been ac- 
'; 1ceffory to the ſame, and to promiſe and give affiirance tFat 
---1 }he ſhall abſtain from holding up debates and controverſies, about 
4+; {matters of differences in this Kirk; ſince the Aſſembly 1650, in 
eg Preaching, Writing , or other wayes, Upon the performance 
; } whereof, the Presbyterie ſhall proceed to his trialls, ifnor, in that 
'caſe, the Presbyteric ſhall forbear to proceed untill the: next Ge- 
7 1 {nerall Aſſembly, - leaving liberty to the Presbyteric and Congre- 
”. , i gation for planting of the place otherwiſe. And the Aſſembly Or- 
- - | daines and requires that Presbyterics be not. ſudden to lay by ſuch 
..- | young men as at firſt refuſes or {cruples to perform theſe conditi- 
r-/ ; ons mentioned, but that pains be taken upon them to. convince 
k-z ; them of the. reaſonableneſſe thereof, and to perſwade them to 
id | embrace them, and to give them a competent time for that 
i= 3 Likeas the Aſſembly conſidering the prejudice of Elders, com- 
of ; ming to Presbyteries for'ſtrengthening'a fation in opponIen to 
de | the publick Judicatories, Ordains, that Presbyteries ſhall require 
e- | the ſame things fore-mentioned ofeyery Ruling Elder that comes 
-- ;to fit and at in Presbyteries, and incaſe of his refuſall, ſhall not 
z- | admithim to a& 3s an Elder in the Presbyterie, but require the 
9 | Kirk Seffion from which he is ſent, ro make'choiſe of; and ſend 
ze | another, who for the Peace of this Church, ſhall agree ro perform 
0 | the conditions required. 


ftitutions of General Aſſemblies, anent trying, 
admitting, removine, 'anidepeſing -of Church afficers, cen; 
ſuring of ſcandalous'perſons, receiving iaf. penitents, and debarr 
ring of perſons from the:LORDS Table. ale Toke 


Edinburgh 3. Augeſt, 1652. Poſtmeridiem, Seſſ. XX, 
ET =7 He Generall Aſſembly, conſidering.the obligations | 
"\ 


; FF I's that lyes upon all Ecclefiaſtick Judicatories, and 
Fs =" Miniſters within this Land, .by the commande- 
Wo] ment of Gov, and our;Covenants, and; Engager 
"22£| ments taken upon iis, before Gop'and the Wark 
| (whereunto they reſolve, in the power-of the Lozvs 
-might, conſtantly toadhere) and to ſhew themſelves faithtull, and 
zealous in all their adminiftrations, for the Loxn, -and. for advan- 
cing the Work of Reformation; aud particularly , conſidering that 
the condition of this time doth require in. ſpeciall wayes,. that in 
trying, admitting, removing, and depoſing of Church O flicers, 
cenſuring of ſcandalous perſons, diſpenſing of Ordinances, recei- 
ving ofpenitents, the rules of the Word of Gop, and conſtitu- 
tions of this Kirk be diligently put in execution and acuratly ob- 
ſerved. | 
Therefore, 
'The Aſſembly Ordains, that Presbyteries and Synods, in ad- 
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mitting of Perſons to the Miniſtry, be acuratein their trialls, ac-; 
cordingy - 
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eA& for putting in execution former Aﬀs-and con- | n« 
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$A i(9-) 3 
cording to the order preſcribed-ia this, Church,-that nage 
: be 4 E tothe holy and high funion-, but ſuch 'as 
Sz arc qualified according as is required inthe Word of Gon, 
=1and conſtitutions. of this.Kirk, 'both: fox knowledge in 
FP the myſteric of godlineſic, and. abilities ratcach and con- 
 . $vince the gain-ſayers, as alſo in.conyerſation, and; godli- 
9» | neſſe, that they lay hands ſuddenly on no..man, -nor- be par- 
- itaker of other mens fin, and for this end that every :Pres- 
; j byteric be carcfull to have gathered together ſuch As of 
”; {| Aſſemblics as _concerneth. the. triall of Miniſters, and haye 
#r j them before them, ' whenſoever any, perſon; is called-to any 
 f place of the Miniſtery, and is upon his trialls, \ 
{ 2. Ordaines that Presbyterics and Synods, in, their re- 
' # ſpective bounds, make conſcience , that ſuch; Miniſters.,as 
| [axeFound £ither ignorant. and not apt to feedithe people; of 
: | Gqv with knowledge. and: underſtanding, or erroneous in 
7 Their judgement .in matters, of Religion:, .or arc-{candatous 
17 in their life and converſation, and are not examples unto 
© | their flacks. in.godly and holy; walking,. or diſaffected; to 
13 the work of Reformation ,. be cenſured according, ;to, thi 
" | degree of their offence and -Afts of Aſſemblies. ', And for 
>? { this cnd, that they be frequent and acurate in viſitation 
\* | of Kirks,' and therein make. conſcienſcious uſe of the rules 
\- | preſcribed for  viſitations., and. of. ſuch As: of: former 
preſcribed for . viſitations , and. of. ſuch As: of; forme 
-1 Afﬀemblics, as holds. forth the duties. of Miniſters,7 and the 
= grounds and caufes of cenſſ be Þ © 45 
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> - Ordains that, whe e Min ters. fawfully depoſed ,-.zre 
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unlawfully admitted and WOE Aceording_ to the Order, prer 
'” | ſcribed in. the AGs of Genetall. Aſcrablics ,, or, intrudes 
themſelves into. places, Presbyteries and Synods make. uſe 
of that Power and Authority which Cuxrsr hes put in 
7_ | their hands,. to remedie the ſame, and to, cenſure {uch;dif- 
" | orders and. cnormities, as 4 .deſerve, And that.-people 
| | e not 


unlawfully admitted. and 
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ng (10) | | IF 
'be not acceſſory unto; or concurring with 'any Miniſter! 
chat are' depoſed, in intruding themſelves into places nor! 
give them 'any countenance that does ſo, as they would: 
not. draw upon themſelves the wrath of Gop , by con-* 
temning and deſpiſing Curxrsrs Ordinance of Diſcipline, 
"And that no Presbyteries nor Synods procced to open; 
the months of, or readmit unto the Miniſtery , any de-! 
poſed Miniſters , but according. to the Order preſcribed: 


in the Acts of Generall Aﬀemblies, As they will be an-- 


Grcrable unto the Generall* Aſſemblie. 


4. 'Ordaines that Seſſions be carefull that none be ad-| 


mirted to be Elders' in Congregations, but ſuch as are in. 


fome competent meaſure able and qualified with know- : 


ledge of Religion,-and underſtanding of the dneties of their 


calling, for diſcharging the duetics of that Office, and of: 
a4 blameleſſe chriſtian and godly converſition ;” Atid' that 
before 'any be admitted to be an' Elder; rhe Perſoris name? 
that is deſigned, be publickly intimate to the Congre- | 
gation the Loxos Day before, that if any baye any thing ? 
£o obje& againſt him, = may come and preferit the 

the Minifter. And that if any , 


_ Game to the Seffion or to And that 
Elder be found negligent in the duties of his charge, and 
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continue ſo after admonition, or ſcandalous in his life and : 


conyerſation, or to be'3*neg | 
in his Family, he berethevefrom and purged our of the 
Seſſion. ER ER . 

5. Ordaines that Seflions and”; 


Tous, either in things of the firſt, or in things of the ſe- 
cond Table, according tothe Rules and Order which Chrift | 
hath preſcribed in his Word, and to proceed to the higheſt 
cenſures, with ſuch as are groſſely and obſtinatly ſcanda- | 

| | lous | 


leRer of the worſhip of Gov | 


\ 


Or ons and /Presbyterics be carefull 
and make conſcience by 'all ineans.go cenſure imparrially all | 
xrſons of whatſorver rank 6r*Eondition, that are ſcanda- | 
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£23) ; 
lous, or are ignorant, and contemn, and continuedly ne- 
gle&tthe means of knowledge, as publike and private cate- 
chizing, &c. after they are made incxcuſable by ſufficient 
means uſed to reclaim and gain them. = 

6. Ordaincs that Miniſters and Seſſions in Congregati- 
ons be carcfull, as they will be anſwerable to Cuxrsr 


: Jz$us, to debar from the Lozps Table, all ſuch per- 


| ſons as are found not to walk ſutably to the Goſpel, and 
| being convinced and admoniſhed thereof, do not reform 


As alſo all ſuch as have not knowledge to examine them- 
ſelves, and to diſcern the Loxys Body. And that for the 


: more orderly performing of this, the Miniſter in exami- 
: nation of the people, bave ſome of the Elders alwayes 
' with him , and repreſent unto the Seſſion ſuch as are found 
; groſlely ignorant, that by order of the Seſſion they may 
! be debarred. 


7. Thar Presbyteries and Seſſions make conſcience, that 


107 ſuch perſons as arc found ſcandalous, and are under cen- 
DS 
he 


ſure for that cauſe, be not received nor abſolved from their 
cenſure, unlefſe they give ſuch ſatisfaftion and evid:nces 
of their repentance, 3s are expreſſed in the Acts of the 


id . Aſſemblics, concerning the receiving of penitents. 
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